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 A letter to you… 

 
St. Paul made three journeys throughout Asia Minor and 

Europe, each time travelling further and further west 

from Antioch toward Rome. As he passes through cities, 

he establishes communities of believers. After moving 

onto another city, Paul would write the established 

communities, addressing a particular topic, supporting, 

encouraging, and sometimes challenging a community of 

faith.   

Paul himself established the church in Philippi, during 
his second missionary journey, as recorded in Acts 16. He 
had a tender love for the believers in Philippi. 

 Technically, Paul’s letters are not books, although we 
refer to them interchangeably as letters and books. The 
letters are referred to as “epistles.” 

 Reflection: We have moved away from letter writing. 
We don’t write or receive letters. The correspondence we 
receive comes from corporations and businesses. At one 
time, family and friends relied on letters to 
communicate. How do you respond when you receive a 
personal letter from someone you know? Does it make a 
difference? 
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St. Paul was 

a well 

educated 

Jew named 

Saul. He did 

his best to 

destroy 

Christianity 

before his 

conversion. 

By the way, 

Saul is 

Hebrew for 

Paul. Paul’s 

father was a 

Roman 

citizen. 
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 Where is Philippi? 

 
What we know as Greece today in the first century was two 
Roman provinces: Macedonia in the north and Achaia in 
the south. 

On Paul’s second missionary trip, he left Troas and crossed 
the Aegean Sea to Neapolis.  Neapolis is Kavala in Greece 
today.  This was a regular port used by the great Roman 
military. Paul left Neapolis and travelled north to Philippi, 
about 10 miles.  

For the first time, Paul preached on European soil to Lydia 
and her household. Later he met the Philippian jailor and 
his family.  
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An interesting tidbit: "Philippi 
was the site of one of the most 

significant military 
engagements in Roman 
history. In a series of battles 

there in 42 B.C.E., Mark 

Antony and Octavian (later 
endowed with the title 
'Augustus') conquered the 

republican forces of the 
assassins of Julius Caesar, 
Cassius and Brutus. In some 
ways this battle marked the 

turning point between the 
Roman Republic and the 
Roman Empire. The poet 

Horace fought in this battle, on 
the side of Cassius and Brutus, 

though he reports that he 

threw away his shield and ran 
for his life when his defeated 
leader Brutus killed himself. 
Little more than a decade later, 

when Augustus defeated 
Antony, his sole remaining 
competitor for Roman rule, at 

the battle of Actium (31 
B.C.E.), Augustus turned 
Philippi into a Roman colony 
which he named Colonia Julia 

Augusta Victrix  Philippensis. 
Wiki 
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 What do we know about 

the people?  
Philippi was a Roman colony. Retired Roman soldiers 
populated the city.  These loyal soldiers were exuberant 
patriots of the Roman Empire. This loyalty presented a 
challenge for Paul. Paul desired for the Philippian Christians 
to see themselves as Christians first and Romans second. 
(Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible, David Freeman). 

Reflection: How do you see your citizenship? Are you a 
Christian first and an America second. Why?  

Paul and Silas began preaching and soon were thrown in  
prison (Acts 16:16-24). Paul recorded his shameful treatment 
in Philippi in I Thessalonians 2:2; however, as a result of his 
imprisonment, the a jailor and household were converted. 
See Acts 16:25-34. 

During Paul’s imprisonment, the Philippian church sent 
Paul gifts. On more than one occasion they supported him. 
Generosity was a characteristic of this community. 

Epaphroditus, a leader of the 
local community, assisted 
Paul in Rome, but fell ill. 

Later, he returned to Philippi bearing this letter to the 
community. 

Reflection: Have you, like Paul, spoke the truth and paid 
the consequences? What happened? How did this situation 
effect you? What was the toil on you physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually? 
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Pronounciation of Epahphroditus 

ee-paf-ro-DAI-tuhs 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%2016.16-24
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Reflection: How did the 
generosity affect Paul who was 
suffering hardship-- imprisoned for 
his belief, preaching, and teaching? 
How important is it for us as a 
community to support those who 

have fallen on hard times? 
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