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People standing as able.

The Processional Hymn Angels from the Realm of Glory
The Hymnal 1982 #93
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All standing, the Celebrant says
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen

Collect of Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Summary of the Law

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. Amen.

Song of Praise = The Hymnal 1982 #S277
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE LESSONS

The Old Testament Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the LORD:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,



I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LOrRD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Psalm 84

Quam dilecta!

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.



5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of
springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own
room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;

11 No good thing will the LorD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.

12 O LorbD of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!

A period of silence is kept.

The New Testament Ephesians 1: 3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able.
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The Gospel Matthew 2: 1-12
All stand as able.
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet:

*And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
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stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon The Reverend Jonathan Brice

The Nicene Creed
All stand and say together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,



And his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

Please stand or kneel as able.
Prayers of the People

January 4, 2026
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day

God has clothed all things with mercy and prepared the earth as for
a wedding by taking on our flesh in Christ. Trusting in that mercy, let our prayers join
the festival, saying: O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the churches, that this assembly and all assemblies may be cradles for the word of
Christ, filled with harmony and witnessing with thanksgiving, O God, mighty God,
merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the bishops and all the leaders of the church, that in word and deed they may show
forth the love and pity with which you clothe creation and all its peoples, O God, mighty
God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For refugees and for those who experience a pitiless world, that you may bring them to
places of safety they may call home, O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our
prayer.

For all families, that their common life may be marked by mutual honor, respect, and
forgiveness, and that homes may become places of hospitality to the stranger, O God,
mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the victims of family violence, that you quickly bring relief, justice, and healing, O
God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the earth which you honored in the incarnation of your Son, and for us creatures,
that a spirit of joy in its goodness and care for its future may be poured out upon us all,
O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.


http://www.abstract-soul.com/the-prayer-of-a-failure.php

In the World Council of Churches Cycle of Prayer:
Pray for the people of Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine
In the Kansas Cycle of Prayer:
Pray for Church of the Epiphany, Independence
O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For Those Serving in the Armed Forces: Devon Allen; Murphy Bright; Michael
Dible; Michael Green; Alex Shaw; Jose Te’o; Collin Kelly; Macauley Garton; Frank
Bednar; Grant Bednar; Henry Kniggendorf; Sean Bess; Maxwell Hayselden; Alyson
Uhrmacher; Kiegan Vogt; Austin Furumoto

O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For Health & Strength: Stacy; Chrissy Wrede Norton; Dixie Moss; James Nichols;
Tom Stanley; Pam Goodman; John Hoffman and family; Brandon Boyer; Lydia Yeldon,;
Sally McCulley; Brody Hayselden; Jeff; Ashrita Abraham-Whiting and Baby Miriam;
Theresa Textor; Sheila Rohrer; Lynn Ash; Kathy Uhrmacher; Keith Uhrmacher; Diana
Bee; Craig and Jeanette Burris; Jeanne and Bruce Miller;

O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For Birthdays: June Cassingham; James Maendele; Judy Sherman; Cydney Pfeiffer;
Ashrita Abraham-Whiting; Carey Sramek

O God, mighty God, merciful God, hear our prayer.

For the search for the next bishop of the Diocese of Kansas:

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide
the hearts and minds of those who will search for a new bishop to lead the Episcopal
Diocese of Kansas, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people
and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Rejoicing with all the saints, with Mary and Joseph, we commend these prayers and
all our life to you, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

Birthday Prayer B /, ’57’ :

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; from :
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen gp‘f/ "‘
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or =
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may
your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Anniversary Prayer

O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully upon this couple who come to you
seeking your blessing on this their anniversary, continue assisting them with your grace,
that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and
vows they have made; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as they are able.

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Exchange of Peace
All stand as able.

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Greet each other safely.

The Offertory Sentence

Celebrant
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring
offering and come into his courts.  Psalm 96:8

Offertory Hymn Lo, How a Rose
The Hymnal 1982 #81
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WV; Presentation of Gifts

Representatives of the congregation
bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine.

Doxology The Hymnal 1982 #380 v. 3
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Celebrant  All things come from you O Lord.
People And of your own have we given you. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A

Standing as you are able.
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
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For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people stand or kneel.

Celebrant

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of

us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
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remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayer
(All together)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

Celebrant

The table of bread is now made ready.

It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him.

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.
It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.

So come to this table, you who have much faith, and you who would like to have more;
you who have been here often, and you who have not been for a long time;

you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come.

It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

Holy Communion All are welcome at the altar rail. All baptized
persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are not
baptized or if you prefer a blessing only, cross your arms over your chest
at the altar.

[ Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your needs known to the
HOLY COMMUNION ~ 'minister.
The choir will receive first. Please wait until the usher releases your pew. You may stand or
kneel at the altar rail. Father Jonathan will intinct the wafer in consecrated wine. Ifyou do
not desire this please make your needs known.

Communion Hymn The First Nowell
The Hymnal 1982 # 109
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Kneel as you are able.
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cold win-ter's night that was S0 deep.
so it con - tin-ued both day and night.
fol - low the star wher - ev - er it went.
- ver the place_  where Je - sus lay.
gold, _ and myrrh,—  and frank - in - cense.
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— z ~|
| | h é b 4
. gJ 4 s : ]
' o { . = —
| |
: —— } { |---—'—|—_...___ i :
T ' & T 1
[ A = o . - o o
[ | [\—I. '|0' [9
King of Is - ra - el
| — | |2
- o é b - % .1 A
f i I — — » =
~= ' en—— | i

6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.

Refrain

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant  Let us pray.
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Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant

The peace of God, which passes all understanding , keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen

Announcements
Stand as able.
The Recessional Hymn Good Christian Friends Rejoice
The Hymnal 1982 #107
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to - day;
now vye hear of end - less bliss; Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear thegrave: Je - sus Christ was born to savel
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He hath o - pened hea-ven’sdoor,and we areblest for ev - er-more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to gain his ev - er - last - ing hall
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Christ is borm to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born to savel Christ was born to save!
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The Dismissal

Celebrant

People Thanks be to God.
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Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
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Thank you for joining us today.
Please subscribe to St. Luke’s YouTube channel and stay in touch
through our newsletters.
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