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Prepare theway of the Lord.

-
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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People standing as able.
The Opening Hymn Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
The Hymnal 1982 #66
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1 Come, thou long - ex-pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo - ple free;
2 Is - rael’s strength and con - so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art;
3 Born thy peo - ple to de-liv-er, born a childand yet a king,
4 By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a-long;
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from our fears and sins re-lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
dear de-sire of ev-ery na-tion, joy of ev-ery long-ing heart.
born to reign in us for - ev - er, now thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
by thine all - suf - fi-cient mer-it raise us to thy glo - rious throne.
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All standing, the Celebrant says
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen
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Collect of Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Lighting the Advent Wreath

Today we relight the candle of Hope. Now we light the candle
for the second Sunday in Advent. This is the candle of Peace. As
we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we remember that Jesus is
our hope and our peace.

Dewce

(The candles are lit.)

Hear from the prophet Isaiah: “For a child has been born for
us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.” (9:6-7)

Let us pray: Gracious God, grant that we may find peace as we prepare for our Lord’s
birth. May divisions in ourselves and in our families be peacefully resolved. May there
be peace in our cities and in the countries of our world. Help us to see the paths of peace
in our lives, and then give to us courage to follow them. Lord, let us remember that you
only are the giver of lasting peace and that you are always with us. Amen.

Song of Praise The Hymnal 1982 # S 280
Sung all together
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.
THE LESSONS
The Old Testament Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.



Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her

that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the LORrRD's hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,



and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Benedixisti, Domine

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The LorD will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

A period of silence is kept.
The Epistle 2 Peter 3:8-15a

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years,
and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to
be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the
elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
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peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader

People

Please stand as able.

Gospel Anthem Comfort Comfort Ye My People
The Hymnal 1982 #67
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The Gospel Mark 1:1-8
All stand as able.

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon The Reverend Jonathan Brice

The Nicene Creed
All stand and say together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,



of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
And his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

Please stand or kneel as able.
Prayers of the People

December 10, 2023
The Second Sunday of Advent

In joy at the nearness of Christ, let us offer our prayer to God,
saying: Lord, hear our prayer.

May the power of God’s holy presence clear a path through the rubble of broken lives
and hearts to make our world and all of us a new creation. For this let us pray to the
Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

May our gracious God be always for us a shepherd to console and comfort us, to nourish
all our deep hungers, and to make us live in peace forever. For this let us pray to the
Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.


http://www.abstract-soul.com/the-prayer-of-a-failure.php

May we come to find in the desert of our lives the gift of forgiveness and the waters of a
new Jordan that bring cleansing refreshment. For this let us pray to the Lord, Lord,
hear our prayer.

May the God of John the Baptist and our God continue to raise up holy prophets in our
midst who will tell the good news of saving rescue for all people. For this let us pray to
the Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

May the God who is our comfort hear the cries of all in need. For this let us pray to the
Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

May the God who is our future in the gift of Jesus Christ hold us always in the embrace
of faithful love and bring us to new heavens and a new earth. For this let us pray to the
Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

In the World Council of Churches Cycle of Prayer:

Pray for the people of Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam

In the Kansas Cycle of Prayer:

Pray for Calvary, Yates Center

For this let us pray to the Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

For Those Serving in the Armed Forces: Devon Allen; Murphy Bright; Ben Dible;
Coy Goodman; Michael Green; Harvey Hayselden; Drew Hunnicutt; Benjamin
Karpinski; Patrick McAnerney; Alex Shaw; Jose Te’o; Collin Kelly; Macauley Garton;
Frank Bednar; Grant Bednar; Henry Kniggendorf; Sean Bess; Maxwell Hayselden

For this let us pray to the Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

For Health & Strength: The Birtwell Family; Anya Stephens; Meghan and Kristi
Boyer; Rose Harlan; Gene Horn; Tom Stanley; The Riek Family; Joe, Becca and Polly
Traynor; Leroy and Caron Cline; Trudy Vanderwide; Scott Forsen; Craig and Jeanette
Burris; Jeanne and Bruce Miller; Theresa Textor; Dalton Peavler;

For this let us pray to the Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.
For Birthdays: Pat Smith; Shawn Streepy; Brenda Carl; Lily Riddle
For this let us pray to the Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

Recall us to our baptism, O Lord, and hear our cries for ourselves and for the whole
world, for we pray in the name of the one who came, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A period of silence is kept.
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Birthday Prayer

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase;
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged
or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts
may your peace which passes understanding abide all the
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Anniversary Prayer

O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully upon this couple who come to you
seeking your blessing on this their anniversary, continue assisting them with your grace,
that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and
vows they have made; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

The Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as they are able.

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Exchange of Peace
All stand as able.

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
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Greet each other safely.

The Offertory Sentence
Celebrant
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to
the Most High.  Psalm 50:14
Offertory Anthem I Want to Walk As a Child
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God, shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

The Presentation of Bread and Wine
All stand as able.

“"‘ Presentation of Gifts
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of

bread and wine.

Doxology The Hymnal 1982 #380 v. 3
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People And of your own have we given you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A

Standing as you are able.
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
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People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People The Hymnal 1982 # S-129
i - —t ] T — 1 ]
I | 1 11 Iy ] | | 1 ] I ks 1 1
s —— =
Ho - 1y, ho - Iy, he - Iy Lord, God of pow-er and
A T —— | R S| | |
G g —T— —
=== ———=——""=——
might, hea - ven and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
Fa) I | | I
I E— I I | I T I : I
o= L= e——a ——— |
_:JU ] "l > 1 1 J " > J ‘ 1
sam - ma in  the high - est. Bless - ed is he  who
— —..3_\_\_L| '_—'__3-——_|
o e i
¥ 1 ] ‘ | ] ‘ | [ ] [ 10 LW ] 11
5 e — ¥ 1 - - i |
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The people stand or kneel.
Celebrant

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
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Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

2»

me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayer
(All together)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

Celebrant

The table of bread is now made ready.

It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him.

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.
It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.

So come to this table, you who have much faith, and you who would like to have more;
you who have been here often, and you who have not been for a long time;

you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come.

It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

Holy Communion All are welcome at the altar rail. All baptized
persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are not
baptized or if you prefer a blessing only, cross your arms over your chest
at the altar.

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your needs known to the

HOLY COMMUNION ~ minister.
The choir will receive first. Please wait until the usher releases your pew. You may stand or
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kneel at the altar rail. Father Jonathan will intinct the wafer in consecrated wine. Ifyou do
not desire this please make your needs known.

Communion Hymn On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist Cries
The Hymnal 1982 #76
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Kneel as you are able.
Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant  Let us pray.
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Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Celebrant

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Announcements
Stand as able.
The Closing Hymn Savior of Nations Come
The Hymnal 1982 #54
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The Dismissal

Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Rector: The Rev. Jonathan Brice
Associate Vicar: The Rev. Shawn Streepy

Music Director: Boyd Ahrens
Technical Team: Dennis Phillips; Dr. Wayne Fowler
Wa‘”’"‘%, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 5325 Nieman Road Shawnee, KS 66203
MZ & 913-631-8597 www.stlukes.net
Thank you for joining us today.

Please subscribe to St. Luke’s YouTube channel and stay in touch through
our newsletters.
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