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People standing as able. 

The Processional Hymn Blest be the King 

 The Hymnal 1982 #74  

 



 
 

3 

 

 
 
All standing, the Celebrant says 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

Collect of Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Lighting the Advent Wreath 

Today we relight the first two candles of the Advent wreath, the candles of Hope and 

Peace.  

Now we light the third candle of Advent, the candle of Joy. As 

the coming of Jesus, our Savior, draws nearer, our joy builds 

with our anticipation of his birth.  

(The candles are lit.) 

From the book of the prophet Isaiah, we hear: “But be glad and 

rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create 

Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.” (65:18) 

Let us pray: We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of 

your promise of a Savior and what that means in our lives. Thank you for the gift of 

salvation through the birth of your son, Jesus. Create us anew as we wait, and help us to 

see your glory as you fill our lives with your living Spirit. AMEN. 

 
 Song of Praise The Hymnal 1982 #S278 
Sung all together 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 

sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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THE LESSONS 

The Old Testament  Isaiah 35: 1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 

 
Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." 

 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 
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everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.    
People  Thanks be to God.  

The Response   Psalm 146: 4-9 

Lauda, anima mea 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger. 

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The LORD loves the righteous; 
the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Hallelujah! 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Epistle   James 5: 7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 
the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Please stand as able. 

Gospel Anthem  Give Me Jesus 
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The Gospel  Matthew 11: 2-11 

All stand as able. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you 
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are 
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in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Please be seated. 

Sermon  The Reverend Robert Bee 

The Nicene Creed 

All stand and say together. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

And his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

Please stand or kneel as able. 

Prayers of the People  

December 14, 2025 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

Jesus said the signs of God’s dominion were to be seen in the healing 

of the sick, the raising of the dead to new life, and the preaching of good news to the 

poor. Let us pray that our lives may be the instruments of God’s work in the world, 

saying: O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

We thank you, God, for the gift of creation. Grant that we who bear your image may be 

faithful stewards of your gift and administer its bounty with wisdom for the good of all 

your creatures. O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

We thank you that you have called us to be your people. Give us patience as we await 

your coming, and grant us wisdom to discern your will in our daily lives, that each of us 

may serve others for the building up of our common life. O God, most worthy of praise, 

hear our prayer. 

We thank you for the community of faith throughout the world. Strengthen your church 

as witnesses to your love. Guide us in the fulfillment of your mission, that all may be 

one.  O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

We thank you for the privilege of ministering to others. We remember before you all 

who are sick or in need. We pray for those who have died. Grant us the grace to accept 

suffering with patience and to be strengthened by our common life in the body of Christ.   

O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

http://www.abstract-soul.com/the-prayer-of-a-failure.php
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We thank you for your countless gifts. Above all, we thank you for the coming of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and for our unity in him through baptism.  O God, most worthy of 

praise, hear our prayer. 

In the World Council of Churches Cycle of Prayer: 

Pray for the people of Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam 

In the Kansas Cycle of Prayer: 

Pray for Grace Cathedral, Topeka 

 O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

For Those Serving in the Armed Forces: Devon Allen; Murphy Bright; Michael 

Dible; Michael Green; Alex Shaw; Jose Te’o; Collin Kelly; Macauley Garton; Frank 

Bednar; Grant Bednar; Henry Kniggendorf; Sean Bess; Maxwell Hayselden; Alyson 

Uhrmacher; Kiegan Vogt; Austin Furumoto     

 O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

For Health & Strength: Dixie Moss; James Nichols; Tom Stanley; Karen Craig; Pam 

Goodman; John Hoffman and family; Brandon Boyer; Lydia Yeldon; Sally McCulley; 

Brody Hayselden; Jeff; Ashrita Abraham-Whiting and Baby Miriam; Theresa Textor; 

Anne Mann Lanier and Family; Kay Allen; Sheila Rohrer; Lynn Ash; Kathy Uhrmacher; 

Keith Uhrmacher; Diana Bee; Craig and Jeanette Burris; Jeanne and Bruce Miller; 

 O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

For Birthdays: Brenda Carl; Lily Riddle; Vivie Ransburg 

O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer. 

For the search for the next bishop of the Diocese of Kansas:   

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide 

the hearts and minds of those who will search for a new bishop to lead the Episcopal 

Diocese of Kansas, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people 

and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We offer our thanksgiving and prayers to you, the one God and the source of light and 

life, now and forever. Amen. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Birthday Prayer  

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; 

bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen 

them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 

sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 
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your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer 

O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully upon this couple who come to you 

seeking your blessing on this their anniversary, continue assisting them with your grace, 

that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and 

vows they have made; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

The Confession of Sin 

 Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel as they are able. 

 Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Exchange of Peace 

All stand as able.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

People  And also with you. 
Greet each other safely. 

The Offertory Sentence  

Celebrant 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring 

offering and come into his courts.   Psalm 96:8 
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Offertory Anthem  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 The Hymnal 1982 #67 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Presentation of Bread  

 

All stand as able. 
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Presentation of Gifts  

Representatives of the congregation  

bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine. 

 

Doxology  The Hymnal 1982 #380 v. 3 

 

 

 

Celebrant   All things come from you O Lord.  

People   And of your own have we given you. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    Eucharistic Prayer C  

Standing as you are able. 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.  

People   And also with you.  

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  

People   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/motion-backgrounds/31255/Spring-Leaves-Tithes--Offerin
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Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and prai. 

People Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 

space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 

island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed 

us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But 

we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 

another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 

revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 

Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 

and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  

Celebrant and People                          The Hymnal 1982 # S-129 
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The people stand or kneel. 

Celebrant   

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave 

it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 

us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; 

for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us 

one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. AMEN.  

Celebrant  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer   
(All together) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
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on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  

A period of silence is kept.  

Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

Celebrant 

The table of bread is now made ready. 

It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him. 

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.  

It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate. 

So come to this table, you who have much faith, and you who would like to have more; 

you who have been here often, and you who have not been for a long time; 

you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come. 

It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 

Holy Communion All are welcome at the altar rail. All baptized 

persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are not 

baptized or if you prefer a blessing only, cross your arms over your chest 

at the altar. 

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your needs known to the 

minister. 

The choir will receive first. Please wait until the usher releases your pew. You may stand or 

http://weewaapc.wordpress.com/2012/05/31/holy-communio
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kneel at the altar rail. Father Jonathan will intinct the wafer in consecrated wine.  If you do 

not desire this please make your needs known.  

 

Communion Hymn  Lift Up Your Heads 

 The Hymnal 1982 #436 

 

 

 

Kneel as you are able. 

Post-Communion Prayer  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Celebrant 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding , keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 
you always.  Amen 

Announcements 

Stand as able. 

The Recessional Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 The Hymnal 1982 #56 
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The Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Rector: The Rev. Jonathan Brice 

Music Director: Boyd Ahrens 

Technical Team: Dennis Phillips, Dr. Wayne Fowler 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  5325 Nieman Road Shawnee, KS 

66203 

913-631-8597      www.stlukes.net 

Thank you for joining us today. 

Please subscribe to St. Luke’s YouTube channel and stay in touch 

through our newsletters. 
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