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Holy Eucharist Rite II 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 21, 2025  10:30 a.m.   

Welcome Beth Watts Nelson! 
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Prelude 

People standing as able. 

Processional Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful
 The Hymnal 1982 #83 
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All standing, the Celebrant says 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

The Collect of Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Today we relight the first three candles of the Advent Wreath, the 

candles of Hope, Peace and Joy. [The first two purple candles, and 

the single rose candle, are lit.] Now we light the fourth candle of 

Advent. This is the candle of Love. Jesus demonstrated self-giving 

love in his ministry as the Good Shepherd. Advent is a time for 

kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to 

love as God loved us by giving us his most precious gift. As God is 

love, let us be love also. [The last purple candle is lit.] 

In the Gospel of John we hear: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (13:34-35) 

Let us pray: Teach us to love, O Lord. May we always remember to put you first as we 

follow Christ’s footsteps, that we may know your love and show it in our lives. As we 
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prepare for our celebration of Jesus’ birth, also fill our hearts with love for the world, 

that all may know your love and the one whom you have sent, your son, our Savior. 

Amen. Amen. 

Song of Praise The Hymnal 1982 # S 278 

Sung all together. 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 

Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Please be seated for the Children’s Pageant. 

~The Children’s Pageant ~ 

Narrator: Once a long time ago, God the maker of the moon and the stars, the rain, the 

rivers and the flowers and all of us, did a new and wonderful thing! He sent his own Son 

from heaven to join the people of the world, to show us that he loves us. He did not 

come as a grown man. He came as a tiny baby just like the rest of us did, and this is how 

it happened. 

In a town called Nazareth lived a man named Joseph, and a woman named Mary. They 

were planning to be married. One day when Mary was alone, and the angel came and 
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told her she was going to have a son, and God would be his father. The angel told her 

that she must name the baby Jesus. Mary agreed to do whatever God wanted. Later the 

angel also came to Joseph in a dream and told him to go ahead and make Mary his wife. 

Mary was to have a son whose father was God. The son was going to be the one who 

brought his people back to God. 

 

Hymn 115   What Child is This (verse 1) 

 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom 

angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?  

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to being him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

Narrator: When it was almost time for Mary to have her baby, a new law made them 

take a long trip. The emperor ordered that everyone must go back to his hometown to be 

counted for taxes. So Mary and Joseph had to go all the way to Bethlehem. It took them 

a long time to make this trip. They became very tired, but finally they got to Bethlehem.  

 

Hymn 79   O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 1)  

 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and 

dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; yet in the dark streets shineth the 

everlasting Light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 

tonight. 

 

Narrator: When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, they looked for a place to stay. 

But every house was filled with people who had come earlier. After such a long and 

dusty trip, Mary and Joseph were tired! Finally, as they were getting discouraged, the 

man who owned the hotel told them they could stay in his stable with the animals. They 

would be able to make a bed in the straw there. 

 

Joseph made a bed with fresh straw. Soon Baby Jesus was born, Mary wrapped him in 

long swaddling clothes and laid him in the manger. Everyone in the stable went to sleep. 

 

Hymn 101     Away in the Manger (verse 1) 

 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his 

sweet head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little 

Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

Narrator: Some shepherds were watching their sheep in the hills near the town. An 

angel came to the shepherds. They were afraid. The angel told them not to be afraid, 

because there was good news. The good news was that the Messiah, the Savior, had been 
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born in Bethlehem. The shepherds could find him wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in 

a manger.  

Hymn 94   While Shepherds Watch Their Flocks by Night (verse 1) 

 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around. 

 

Narrator: The shepherds were amazed! They could hardly believe their eyes and ears. 

The promised Christ was born! What great and happy news! The shepherds hurried to 

Bethlehem to find the baby. Joseph and Mary welcomed the shepherds into the stable. 

They kneeled down and worshiped the baby lying in the hay. God loves us so much that 

he sent his son to save us. What good news this was! 

 

Hymn 96    Angels We Have Heard on High (verse 1) 

1 Angels we have hard on high, Singing sweetly through the  night. And 

the mountains in reply Echoing their brave delight. Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Narrator: A big group of angels came and sang praise to God.  

The people stand as able. 

Hymn 87  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
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Please stand as able. 

The Nicene Creed 

All stand and say together. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

And his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please stand or kneel as able. 

Prayers of the People  

December 21, 2025 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Mary, the mother of Christ, is a sign to the church of faithful 

obedience to the will of God. As we come to the commemoration of the birth of Christ, 

let us pray that we, like Mary, hear God’s word and respond in obedient faith to the 

coming of Christ, saying: O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for the church, that every baptized member may manifest Christ in the 

world. O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

http://www.abstract-soul.com/the-prayer-of-a-failure.php
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Let us pray for the leaders of government in every nation, that they may have wisdom to 

choose what serves the common good. O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for all who are in need, remembering all who are sick, the elderly, those who 

are alone, and all who minister to them, that we all may be strengthened by the presence 

of Christ as the sign of God’s love. O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for those with whom we share our daily lives, our families, friends and 

neighbors, and those with whom we work and play, that we may all be strengthened and 

sustained by God’s presence with us.   O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for those who have died, that they may rest in peace. May we wait in hope 

for the promise of resurrection with them. O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

In the World Council of Churches Cycle of Prayer: 

Pray for the people of Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, and the Mainland of China 

In the Kansas Cycle of Prayer: 

Pray for St. Thomas the Apostle, Overland Park 

  O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

For Those Serving in the Armed Forces: Devon Allen; Murphy Bright; Michael 

Dible; Michael Green; Alex Shaw; Jose Te’o; Collin Kelly; Macauley Garton; Frank 

Bednar; Grant Bednar; Henry Kniggendorf; Sean Bess; Maxwell Hayselden; Alyson 

Uhrmacher; Kiegan Vogt; Austin Furumoto     

 O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

For Health & Strength: Dixie Moss; James Nichols; Tom Stanley; Karen Craig; Pam 

Goodman; John Hoffman and family; Brandon Boyer; Lydia Yeldon; Sally McCulley; 

Brody Hayselden; Jeff; Ashrita Abraham-Whiting and Baby Miriam; Theresa Textor; 

Anne Mann Lanier and Family; Kay Allen; Sheila Rohrer; Lynn Ash; Kathy Uhrmacher; 

Keith Uhrmacher; Diana Bee; Craig and Jeanette Burris; Jeanne and Bruce Miller; 

 O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

For Birthdays: Lexi Riddle; Jessie Rohrer 

O God, who is with us,  hear our prayer. 

For Anniversaries: James & Mary Kelly; Stephan & Terrell Mann 

For the search for the next bishop of the Diocese of Kansas:   

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide 

the hearts and minds of those who will search for a new bishop to lead the Episcopal 
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Diocese of Kansas, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people 

and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hasten, O God, the coming of your dominion. Come to us in Christ, that we who live by 

faith in this world may see our faith confirmed in the world to come, through our risen 

Christ. Amen. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Birthday Prayer  

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; 

bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen 

them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 

sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 

your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of 

their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer 

O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully upon this couple who come to you 
seeking your blessing on this their anniversary, continue assisting them with your grace, 
that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and 
vows they have made; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 

The Confession of Sin 

 Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel as they are able. 

 Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
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The Exchange of Peace  

All stand as able.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

People  And also with you. 
Greet each other safely. 

The Offertory Sentence  

Celebrant 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.    Ephesians 5:2 

 

Offertory Anthem  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

    The Hymnal 1982 #89 
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The Presentation of Bread  

 

Presentation of Gifts  

The offerings are brought up by the ushers. 

Please stand as able for the Doxology. 

Doxology  The Hymnal 1982 #380 v. 3 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/motion-backgrounds/31255/Spring-Leaves-Tithes--Offerin
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Celebrant   All things come from you O Lord.  

People   And of your own have we given you.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    Eucharistic Prayer A  

Standing as you are able. 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.  

People   And also with you.  

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  

People   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 

heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 

triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 

appearing. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Celebrant and People 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Celebrant   

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 

us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, 

a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
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you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 Celebrant and People  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

Celebrant  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

Celebrant  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer   
(All together) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread  

A period of silence is kept.  

Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

Celebrant 

The table of bread is now made ready. 

It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him. 

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.  

It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate. 

So come to this table, you who have much faith, and you who would like to have more; 

you who have been here often, and you who have not been for a long time; 

you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come. 

It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 

 

Holy Communion 

All are welcome at the altar rail. All baptized persons are welcome to 

receive Holy Communion. If you are not baptized or if you prefer a 

blessing only, cross your arms over your chest at the altar. 

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your needs known to the 

minister. 

The choir will receive first. Please wait until the usher releases your pew. You may stand or 

kneel at the altar rail. Father Jonathan will intinct the wafer in consecrated wine and put it in 

the palms of your hands.  If you do not desire this please make your needs known.  

Communion Hymn  Lo, How a Rose 

 The Hymnal 1982 #81 

http://weewaapc.wordpress.com/2012/05/31/holy-communio
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Kneel as you are able. 

Post-Communion Prayer  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Celebrant 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding , keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 

you always. Amen. 

Announcements 

Stand as you are able. 

The Recessional Hymn Good Christian Friends Rejoice  

 The Hymnal 1982 #107 
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The Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   

People  Thanks be to God.  

  

Rector: The Rev. Jonathan Brice 

Associate Vicar: The Rev. Shawn Streepy 

Music Director: Boyd Ahrens 

Technical Team: Dennis Phillips; Dr. Wayne Fowler 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  5325 Nieman Road Shawnee, KS 66203 

913-631-8597      www.stlukes.net 

Thank you for joining us today. 

Please subscribe to St. Luke’s YouTube channel and stay in touch through our 

newsletters. 

http://www.stlukes.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJmB4I40AEJBFalA7QErK4w
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Music License: 

H 83 - Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others. Music: Adeste fideles, present form of meody 
att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906), alt. H S278 – Setting: William Mathias (b. 1934). H 87: Words: Charles 
Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. Willam H. Cummings (1831-1915). H 89- Words: 
Edmund H. Sears (1810-1876), alt. Music: Carol, Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900. H 380- Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 
117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711). Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. After Louis Bourgeois 
(1510-1561). H S125- Setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). H 81: Words: St. 1-2, German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore 
Baker 91851-1934). St. 3 Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859); tr. Harriet Traynolds Krauth Spaeth (1845-1925); ver Hymnal 1940. Music: Es ist ein 
Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1599; harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621). H 107 – Words: John Mason 
Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: In dulci jubilo, German carol, 14th cent.; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944). Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734492. All rights reserved. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2429047 
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